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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 065143 

E.O. 1 1652: ADS-DECLASSIFY UPON COMPLETION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
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SUBJECT: ADVANCED RANGE INSTRUMENTATION AIRCRAFT (ARIA) - 
NASA SEASAT 

REFS: (A) STATE 012230 (DTG 171258Z JAN 78) 

(B) NAIROBI 2286 (DTG 131336Z FEB 78) 

1 . THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
(NASA), PLANS TO LAUNCH A SEASAT SATELLITE ON 17 MAY 

1978, AND HAS ASKED THE USAF TO PROVIDE TELEMETRY SUPPORT. 

THE USAF PROPOSES TO USE AN ARIA OPERATING FROM PORT 
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RIETZ, MOMBASA, KENYA. REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK HOST 
APPROVAL FOR THE OPERATION DETAILED BELOW. 

2. THE OBJECTIVES OF SEASAT A IS GLOBAL MONITORING OF 
THE OCEAN WAVE TOPOGRAPHY, WAVE DIRECTIONAL SPECTRUM, 

SURFACE WIND SPEED AND DIRECTION, OCEAN SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 

AND ICE FIELD DATA. THE SPACECRAFT WILL BE PLACED IN A 
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CIRCULAR ORBIT AT APPROXIMATELY 800 KM ALTITUDE WITH AN 
INCLINATION OF 108 DEGREES TO THE EQUATOR. USAF HAS BEEN 
ASKED BY NASA TO PROVIDE TELEMETRY SUPPORT FOR THIS 
SATELLITE LAUNCH. SPECIALLY EQUIPPED BOEING 707 TYPE JET 
TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT (EC-135N) ARE SCHEDULED TO PROVIDE 
THIS SUPPORT. THE LAUNCH WOULD BE SUPPORTED FROM 

PORT RIETZ, MOMBASA. KENYA TO A TEST SUPPORT POSITION AT 
12-22S 42-00E. THE SUPPORTING AIRCRAFT WOULD RECEIVE, 
RECORD AND RELAY TO GROUND STATIONS THE SPACECRAFT 
TELEMETRY SIGNALS DURING THE ORBITAL INSERTION PHASE. 

3. THE TEST SUPPORT POSITION CANNOT BE SUPPORTED FROM 
NAIROBI BUT ADEQUATE COVERAGE OF THE EVENTS CAN BE 
PROVIDED IF THE AIRCRAFT IS ALLOWED TO STAGE FROM 
MOMBASA. THE AIRCRAFT WOULD ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULE (ALL TIMES GMT/MAY 1978. 

ARRIVE - STATION DEPART 

WPAFBOH - — 11/1400 

11/2000 LAJES AB AZORES 12/1200 
14/1200 MOMBASA KENYA 17/0100 
17/0800 MOMBASA KENYA 18/0500 
18/1130 ATHINAI GREECE 19/0700 
19/1300 LAJES AZORES - 20/1000 
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20/1630 WPAFBOH 

4. THE CREW OF THE ARIA WOULD BE ABLE TO OFFER A SEAT 
ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT ON MISSION SUPPORT DAY TO A LOCAL 
HOST OFFICIAL IF THE HOST GOVERNMENT DESIRES. 

VANCE 
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